Computer-assisted surgery: a wine before its time: in opposition.
Total knee arthroplasty (TKA) surgery has achieved a high degree of success since the introduction of concepts of alignment and ligament balance in the early 1970s. Continuing pressure to improve function and longevity from the operative intervention has led to the design of increasingly sophisticated devices placed with the use of mechanical jigs. Although significant improvement has been made, errors of alignment and stability remain. Methods to diminish the margin of error have not been substantially improved with mechanical jigs, suggesting that intraoperative feedback is difficult to teach and learn, and resulting decision making is not as predictable as one would hope. This discussion will suggest why computer-assisted TKA may be the right answer to improving the predictability of TKA.